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CHAPTER 1 Elementary knowledge of law 第一章 法律基础知识

Words and Expressions 词汇和表达

Law / lawsuit / jurist / law court / judiciary / justice / statute
Legal system / code / legislator / magistrate / law-abiding / attorney
Law-breaker / solicitor / illegal / law-officer / illegitimate / trial 

Key Sentences  重点句子

1. Law consists largely of ought propositions prescribing how people ought to behave. 

2. The overall purpose of law is to achieve justice. 

3. Some national legal systems are similar in certain respects and so can be classified accordingly. 

Dialogue 对话

A: I hear that Case analysis is the basic teaching method in law class. 

B: Yes, school students could learn the principles and historical development of the law, through the close and detailed study of cases. 

A: Instead of studying general principles from a book, the students study the specific cases decided by Appellate Court. 

B: It is good for them. 

A: Please introduce something about the American court system to me? 

B: No problem. Each state has the power to establish its own court system. 

A: So, no two states have the identical court systems. 

B: Yes. The American federal court system consists of the United States District court the United States Courts of Appeal and the United States Supreme Court. 

A: The lowest or trial initiating level is the United States District Courts. 

B: The trial process which the courts in the United States use is the Adversarial system. 

A: Besides the judge is there a jury of lay persons? 

B: The jury reaches its verdict and the judge enters the judgment. 
A: Anything else? 

B: The appeals courts may affirm, modify, or reverse the judgment. 

Notes 注释

I hear that Case analysis is the basic teaching method in law class. 

Case analysis =case study 

Supplementary Points 补充重点内容

1. Law: 

Legal law / law of science 

2. Similar Expressions of Law 

Law entails rules made by authority for the proper regulation of a community or society or for correct conduct in life. 

Statute is law passed by parliament or other law-making body. 

Code is collections of law arranged in a system. 

3. Legal System 

Common law tradition / civil law tradition / socialist legal tradition 

4. Federal Court System 

Inferior court / city court / police court / justice of peace court / municipal or misdemeanor court 

Trial court of general jurisdiction / district court / circuit court 

Supreme court 

5. Related Terms In Law 

Adversary approach / verdict / judgment / plaintiff / defendant / superior court  /inferior court / appellant / respondent / complaint / answer 

